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ELIZA M--—. 

IT is one of the peculiar glories of Christianity, that it is suited 
to all the widely varied states of this transitory world. It cheers 
the cottage; and the professor of a palace can find no true hap- 
ae without its consolations. It teaches the babe to lispa dear 

edeemer’s praise ; and supports the hoary head, that bows be- 
neath the weight of years. It makes the most unlettered wise ; and, 
compared with the true knowledge it imparts, the wisdom of the 
wisest is but folly. Where an acquaintance with religion has been 
enjoyed, the rich and the poor, the aged and the young, the man of 
science and the unlearned peasant, have alike found in it their 
chief wisdom, comfort, joy, and hope. It smooths the path of life; 
brightens the vale of death; and gilds with unfading glory the 
scenes of eternity. ‘The pleasing influence of religion, on the 
minds of its youngest votaries, has been displayed in the account 
of Eliza Cunningham; in the following short narrative, another 
instance equally pleasing, is presented to view. 

The young lady, whose peaceful departure into eternity, is here 
narrated, was placed in that rank of life, in which an opportunity is 
possessed for following the gaieties of the world. 

* Before it pleased God to engage her attention to the great con- 
cerns of a future state, she was in some danger of being too much 
captivated with the fascinating splendour of gay and polite life. 
The death of a relation was the means, in the hand of the Almighty, 
of leading her to see, in a just light, the vanity of the world. ‘This 
event produced such sensations and reflections in her mind, as had 
the most salutary tendency. She began to be apprehensive, from 
the precarious state of her health, that she had no reason to expect 
a long continuance here. Death, at that time, appeared to her with 
a most dreadful aspect, because she knew herself to be a sinner, 
and not in a state of reconciliation and friendship with God. 

‘The pardon of sin, the sanctification of her nature, and a 
disposition suited to the heavenly world, she was fully convinced, 
were necessary to future happiness. For many childish and youth- 
ful follies she stood self-condemned, and though she did not make 
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known her inward disquietudes to any one, she had, for some 
time, sore conflicts in her own breast. She sought relief from God 
only, pouring out her requests before his throne for that mercy, 
which is never denied to those who sincerely ask it, in the name 
of Jesus. He who hath said, “I love them that love me, and 
those that seek me early shall find me,” was pleased to manifest 
himself to her, in so gracious a manner, as at once to remove her 
disquieting fears, and establish her mind in hope and tranquillity. 
She was enabled to say, with humble confidence, ‘1 am weak 
indeed, but Christ is strong; I am poor, but he is rich ; I am sick, 
but he is the Physician; I am a sinner, but he is the Saviour of 
sinners. I find in him every thing answerable to my needs.’ His 
atoning sacrifice gave relief to her wounded conscience, and joy 
to her desponding heart. Renouncing all confidence in the flesh, 
she, from this period, looked for all her salvations from the Re- 
deemer’s cross. 

“When the disorder of which she died began to prevail, she 
earnestly requested Mr. Fawcett, a neighbouring minister, to visit 
her as often as his other concerns would permit. Hie soon found her 
intelligent and conversable upon Divine subjects, far beyond what 
he expected. Her conceptions of the way of salvation were clear, 
her faith in the Redeemer steady, and her hope lively. Flattering 
expectations were sometimes raised respecting her recovery. The 
ablest physicians attended her, and every method was adopted in 
order to restore her debilitated frame; but though she was often 
relieved, and the threatening symptoms checked for a season, yet 
to the great distress of her affectionate parent, she visibly declined 
in strength, and wasted away by slow degrees. 

* When a minister is called to visit the afflicted, he often finds 
himself under great embarrassment. To discourse with them con- 
cerning death, and the necessity of being prepared for that awful 
event, is thought harsh and severe. He that would deal faithfully 
with them, and admonish them of their danger, need not to expect 
to be often invited. But this was far, very far from being the case 
with our young friend. She knew herself to be in dying circum- 
stances, and had no wish to be told that there was hope of recovery. 
Though her expectations of a temporal kind were considerable, she 
freely relinquished them all, and became not only indifferent to 
all earthly things, but actually dead to them. She might well say, 


*Tis finish’d now, the great deciding part, 
The world’s subdu’d, and heaven has all my heart. 


** When she saw her affectionate mother weeping by her, she 
always endeavoured to comfort her, by such words as these, ‘ Mam- 
ma, do not weep for me, 1am quite happy; I have no wish to 
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live ; if I might have life by wishing for it, I should rather choose 
to die and go to my Redeemer.’ Such entire victory over the 
world, in one of her years, and circumstanced.as she was, is very 
uncommon, and can only be the effect of that faith which overcom- 
eth the world, as it is the substance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not seen.” 

“When select portions of the Divine Word were read to her, 
she listened with the most ardent attention, and often signified how 
comforting and supporting it was to her mind. Though her weak- 
ness and pain increased from week to week, she never seemed to 
be weary’of religious exercises. Her request, when Mr. Fawcett 
left her, generally was, ‘Come again soon,’ or, ‘When will you 
favour me with another visit?? When prevented by other engage- 
ments from attending her at the time she expected him, he some- 
times transmitted to her a few hasty lines, which he knew to be ex- 
pressive of the sentiments of her mind. ‘These she presently 
committed to memory, and adopted as her own. ’ 

‘Though she was much endeared to her friends, yet they could 
not but desire to see the time of her release. Her sufferings were 
great, and long-continued ; but she was a pattern of sweet resigna- 
tion, of dignified patience, of noble fortitude, and of entire dead- 
ness to every thing below. Her heart and her hopes were above. 
Death was not to her the object of dread, but of desire. She set- 
tled every little circumstance of a temporal nature, in the prospect 
of her end, with the utmost composure, and talked of dying as of 
going some pleasant journey. ‘ What, my dear Miss,’ said one 
of her attendants, ‘are you not afraid of the pains of death?’ She 
assured her, that she felt no terror in that respect, for her merciful 
Saviour was able to support her. She often said under her sharpest 
pains, ‘I am very happy; I would not change situations with any 
one living.’ The little stock of money she had in her possession, 
she divided into small sums, and sent them to the most needy and 
deserving objects she could remember.” 

The following is Mr. Fawcett’s account of his last visit to her. 

“ My last visit to her was on Sunday evening, Sept. 22. I found 
her extremely ill, but supported amidst her agonies by a lively 
hope of celestial felicity, and full of heavenly comfort. A deadly 
coldness had already begun to seize her emaciated hand. I told 
her, her warfare was nearly accomplished; she replied with the 
sweetest composure, ‘I hope it is.’ She wished me once more to 
assist her devotions, and particularly to pray for her release; J 
endeavoured to do so, in a few short petitions, commending her 
soul to the hands of her Redeemer, whom having not seen she 
loved; in which she appeared to join in the most fervent manner. 
After having suggested a few consolatory hints, with a view to 
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confirm her faith in the last conflict, I took my leave, not expecting 
to see her again till we should meet in the world of spirits. Her 
cough was incessantly troublesome, her pain, in every part very 
great, and her weakness not to be described. 

‘Soon after I left her, she desired to be moved, and feeling the 
springs of life begin to fail, she said to her attendants, ‘It is now 
over,’ or words to that purpose. She appeared to be perfectly 
sensible, calm, and composed to the last, often saying, as long as 
she could be heard to speak, ‘Come, Lord Jesus!’ At half past 
nine, she breathed out her happy spirit into the bosom of him who 
had long marked her for his own. 

‘She in a sacred calm resign’d her breath, 
And as her eyelids clos’d, she smil’d in death.’ 

“ At the early age of fifteen she thus joyfully entered that rest 

which remains for the people of God.” [ Guardian. 


mn 


INDIAN SHREWDNESS. 

Visiting my friends sometime since, who lived in the vicinity 
of a tribe of Indians in the State of New-York, I was forcibly 
struck with the shrewdness which marks the Indian character. One 
evening, as I was visiting a neighbour in company with my friends, 
I was highly gratified in having an interview with an Indian, who, 
as I afterwards learned, was a Baptist Elder among histribe. He 
manifested considerable intelligence, and had recently visited the 
various tribes at the West for the purpose of promoting their moral 
and intellectual improvement. He at first manifested a reluctance 
to enter into conversation, or answer questions. He was, however, 
prevailed upon to converse, and to amuse us by relating some 
anecdotes, and giving us some of his interpretations of scripture. 

He stated that the Indians uniformly believed in an over-ruling 
power and the general government of the Great Spirit. But what 
particularly interested my feelings, was the shrewdness of his reply 
to two questions which were prepared in regard to Scripture fact. 
After a long and interesting description of the manners and cus- 
toms of the indians whom he had visited, and our feelings had be- 
come deeply interested in their forlorn state, even to involuntarily 
weeping,—the question was proposed by one of our number— 
‘‘ How does it happen that the Indians are all red in their complex- 
ion? Why is their complexion different from ours ?” 

In reply, he asked, “What is the signification of the word 
Adam?” Some of the circle being ignorant of the meaning of the 
term, and others.choosing he should make his own comment upon 
it, referred the question back to himself. “Its original meaning,” 
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said he, “is Red, or Earthy.” This answer sufficiently explained 
his opinion on the subject, viz. that the Indians were precisely of 
the same complexion that Adam was when he came from the 
hand of his Maker and received his name. 

This answer very naturally suggested another question, viz. If red, 
or an earthy colour, was originally our complexion, how is it, that 
we are of a different complexion—why are we white? in reply he 
said, you recollect that in the days of Elisha, the prophet, Naaman, 
captain of the host of the king of Syria was a great man with his 
master, and a mighty man of valour; but he was a leper. The 
Syrians had brought out captive a little maid from the land of 
israel, and she waited on Naaman’s wife. She said to her mis- 
tress, would to God my lord was with the prophet that is in Sa- 
maria, for he would cure him of his leprosy. This was told to the 
king, who immediately sent Naaman with letters to the king of 
Israel. When the king of Israel had received the message from 
the king of Syria to heal his servant of his leprosy, he rent his 
clothes and said, “ Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this 
man doth send unto me to cure a manof his leprosy?” When the 
prophet Elisha heard of it, he sent to the king that Naaman 
should come to him and be healed. So Naaman came in great 
pomp and splendor, with his chariots and horses, and stood at the 
door of the house of Elisha. So Elisha sent a message unto him 
that he should go and wash seven times in Jordan and be clean. But 
Naaman went away in a rage, and said, I thought he would come 
out to me, and stand and call on the name of the Lord, and strike 
his hand over the place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana 
and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel ? 
May I not wash in them and be clean ? So he turned and went away 
inarage. His servants said to him, if the prophet had bid thee 
do some great thing, wouldst thou not have done it? How much 
rather then, wash and be clean. So he went and washed, and his 
flesh became like a little child’s. He then offered gifts and re- 
wards to Elisha, but he would not accept them. But Gehazi went 
after Naaman, and received two talents of silver and two changes of 
raiment, and his servants deposited them according to the direction 
of Gehazi. ‘Then he went and stood before Elisha. He asked 
him, whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, thy servant went 
not whither. And he said, went not mine heart with thee, when the 
man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? &c. The leprosy 
therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for 
ever. And he went out from his presence a leper, as white as 
snow. 

Being in haste, the Indian Elder mounted his horse and left us 
to our reflections, whether we Were the immediate descendants of 
Gehazi, and received our complexion from him. 

[Boston Telegraph. 
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ON THE RESTLESSNESS OF THE HUMAN MIND. 
There is no resting. pote to be found on this side of time. It 


is the doctrine of the Bible, and all experience loudly proclaims it. 
I do not ask you to listen to the complaints of the poor, or the 
murmurs of the disappointed. ‘Take your lesson from the veriest 
favourite of fortune. See him placed in a prouder eminence than 
he ever aspired after. See him arrayed in brighter colours than 
ever dazzled his early imagination. See him surrounded with all 
the homage that fame and flattery can bestow—and after you have 
suffered this parading exterior to practice its deceitfulness upon 
you, enter into its solitude—mark his busy, restless, dissatisfied 
eye, as it wanders uncertain on every object—enter into his mind, 
and tell me if repose or enjoyment be there; see him the poor 
victim of chagrin and disquietude—mark his heart as it nauseates 
the splendour which encompasses him—and tell me, if you have 
not learned, in the truest and most affecting characters, that even 
in the full tide of a triumphant ambition, ‘ man labours for the 
meat which perisheth, and for the food which satisfieth not.’ 

What meaneth this restlessness of our nature? What meaneth 
this unceasing activity which longs for exercise and employment, 
even after every object is gained, which first roused it to enterprise? 
What mean those unmeasurable longings, which no gratification 
can extinguish, and which still continue to agitate the heart of man, 
even in the fulness of plenty and of enjoyment? If they mean any 
thing at all, they mean, that all which this world can offer, is 
not enough to fill up his capacity for happiness—that time is too 
small for him, and he is born for something beyond it—that the 
scene of his earthly existence is too limited, and he is formed to 
expatiate in a wider and a grander theatre—that a nobler destiny 
is reserved for him—and that to accomplish the purpose of his 
being. he must soar above the littleness of the world, and aim at a 
loftier prize. 

‘It forms the peculiar honour and excellence of religion, that it 
accommodates to this property of our nature—that it holds out 
a prize suited to our high calling—that there is a grandeur in its 
objects,. which can fill and surpassthe imagination—that it dignifies 
the present scene by connecting it with eternity—that it reveals to 
the eye of faith the glories of an unperishable world—and how, 
from the high eminences of heaven, a cloud of witnesses are look- 
ing down upon earth, not as a scene for the petty anxieties of time, 
but as a splendid theatre for the ambition of immortal spirits.” 
[ Chalmers. 
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A SHORT FAMILY SERMON. 


“ T know him, that he will command his children and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord.”—Gen. 18th chap. 
19th verse, 

Dear Brethren—You can plainly perceive that the duties, for the per- 
formance of which, the faithful Abraham is so highly ebddiended in 
the text, were of a domestic nature. He eminently excelled in what 
may be called family religion. And this, being of such incalculable im- 
portance to the maintenance of piety in the world, I will in the present 
discourse propose him to you, fathers and mothers, as an axample worthy 
of your study and imitation— 

o this end it will be my object to consider, 

I. The use we should make of our influence. 

Il. The benefit which will arise from that use. 

I. I need not stop to prove the influence which the head of a family 
has over his household, This is on all sides allowed to be singularly 
great. Influence, of whatever kind it may be, then, should be diligently 
improved. 

ist. To enforce the commands of God,— 

Nothing should be of any importance in our eyes, in comparison of 
the honour of God. To uphold it should be our chief aim. The power 
given us, of whatever kind it be, is bestowed for this end. _ It is in fact, 
God’s own power delegated to us; and so far as we possess it, we are 
responsible to him for the use of it. Magistrates are invested with it by 
him, and are therefore called “his ministers” and vicegerents upon 
earth. Masters in like manner bear his authority, and are his represen- 
tatives in the exercise of it. ‘To encourage virtue, to repress vice, to en- 
force the observance of “ justice and judgment,” and to make men “ keep 
the way of the Lord ;” this, I say, is the true end of authority, whether it 
be official or personal, civil or religious. In particular, every thing that dis- 
honours God, no less than that which is injurious to society, must be op- 
opposed with determined vigour. The violation of the Sabbath, and all 
kind of profaneness, must be discountenanced to the utmost; and all the 
maxims and habits of the world, as far as they are contrary to the 
commands of God, must be held up to decided reprehension. The 
gospel, which, above all things, most exalts the honour of God, must be 
patronized, inculcated, enforced The utmost possible exertion should be 
made to diffuse the knowledge of a crucified Saviour, “in whom all the 
fulness of the godhead dwells,” and, in whose face all the glory of the 
godhead shines.” In a word, the legitimate use of power is to exercise 
it, “ that God in all things may be glorified through Christ Jesus,” 

2d. Influence is to be used to promote the best interests of men. 

Were this world our only state of existence, it would be sufficient so to 
use our authority as most to subserve the present happiness of mankind. 
But men are immortal beings and their chief concern in this life is to pre- 
pare for a better. In this work, then, we should aim to the utmost of our 
power. ‘To this should all our instructions and exhortations tend. We 
should, as far as we are able, make known to them, “ the way of the Lord,” 
and especially the way in which we shall find acceptance with him at the 
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last day. With this view we should enable, and indeed require them, 
to attend upon the ordinances of religion. We should inguire from time 
to time into their proficiency in divine knowledge, and their progress in 
the heavenly road. This is not the duty of ministers only, but of all, ac- 
cording to their ability, and to the measure of influence which they pos- 
sess. Parents should pay this attention to their children, and masters to 
their servants and apprentices. They should not be contented to see those 
whom God has committed to their care, prospering in a worldly view, but 
should be anxious for the good of their souls, praying for them, and pray- 
ing with them, and using every effort for their eternal welfare. St. Paul 
speaks of his “ power as given to him for edification,” and the same 
may be said ofall influence whatever : it is a talent committed to us for the 
benefit of others; and we are not to hide it in a napkin, but to improve 
it for the good of all around us. Ofcourse the nearer any are to us, the 
stronger claim they have upon us for our exertion in their behalf, and 
hence our domestic duties are of primary obligation. 

Having thus considered the use we should make of our influence, let us 
secondly, notice the benefit which will arise from that use. 

This benefit is great, considered in every point of view, to those who 
exercise it, and to those over whom it is exercised. 

1. To those who exercise it— 

So Abraham found it: he was approved of his God, and had the most 
astonishing testimonies of Divine approbation given to him. ‘I knoy 
him,’ says God, ‘and he shall know that I know him. Go, ye my 
angels, and make known to him my purposes respecting Sodom and Go- 
morrah. He has a zeal for my honour, and a love for his fellow creatures : 
go, give him an opportunity of exercising both. He has relations too in 
Sodom : go and deliver them. This holy man shall never want a testimony 
of my love: I will fulfilto him in their utmost extent all the promises of 
my covenant.’ 

And shall any other person “give unto the Lord, and not be recom- 
pensed again?” The ungodly have indeed said, “ What profit is there 
that we should serve him?” but he never gave occasion for such an im- 
pious charge. Say, ye who have endeavoured to live for His glory, 
has he not favoured you with his visits, and “lifted up upon you the 
light of his countenance?” Has he not shed abroad his love in your 
hearts, and “by the witness of his Spirit enabled you to cry, Abba, 
Father ?” Yes, his promise to you is this: “ Because he hath set his love 
upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because 
he hath known my name. He shall call upon me, and I will answer him. 
I will be with him in trouble: I will deliver him, and honour him. With 
long life I will satisfy him, and show him my salvation.” This, I say, 
is his promise to his faithful servants ; and the whole of it shall be fulfill- 
ed to you in its season. Faithful is He that hath called you; who also 
will do it. 

2. The exercise of influence is of incalculable benefit to those over 
whom it is exercised— 

It is said, “ Train up a child in the way he shall go, and when he is 
old he will not depart from it.” This is not to be understood as an uni- 
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versal truth: for it is in many instances contradicted by experience : but 
it is a general truth: and there is ample ground to hope for its accom- 
plishment. At all events some benefit must accrue to those who are 
brought up in the fear of God. Innumerable evils, which under a different 
education would have been committed are prevented; and good habits 
are, for a time at least, induced. And though afterwards the force of 
temptation may prevail to draw them aside from the good way, yet in a 
season of trouble they may be brought to reflection, and the seed long 
buried in the earth may spring up, and bring forth fruit to their eternal 
welfare. The prodigal son is no uncommon character. The advantages 
of a father’s house may be forgotten for a season; but ina day of adver- 
sity may be remembered, and be realized to an extent greater perhaps 
in proportion as they were before neglected and despised. 

In order that this subject may be properly improved, it suggests in the 
first place an important inquiry— 

Are we, brethren, “ walking in the steps of our father Abraham ?” Can 
God say respecting each of us, “I know him:” ‘I know his principle : 
he regards all that he possesses, his wisdom, his power, his wealth, his in- 
fluence altogether, as a talent committed to him by me, to be improved 
for the good of others, and the glory of my name. I know Ais inclination : 
he hasa zeal for my honour, and longs to be an instrument of exalting 
and magnifying my name: he has also a love for his fellow creatures, 
and desires to benefit them in every possible way to the utmost of his 
spower. 1 know his practice too: he calls his family together from day 
to day, to unite in worshipping and serving me. He catechizes his chil- 
dren; he instructs his servants ; he labours steadily and affectionately to 
guide them all into the way of peace. His heart is set upon these things : 
he enters into them as one who feels his responsibility, and has no wish 
but to approve himself to me, and to give up a good account of his stew- 
ardship at last.’ 

Say, brethren, whether the heart-searching God can testify these things 
respecting you? Must he not rather, respecting many of you say, “ I know 
him,” that he cares no more for the souls committed to him than he does 
for his flocks and herds, or for the cattle which are employed in his ser- 
vice? If only they are well, and subserve his interests, and do his work, it 
is all he is concerned about. Even his very children are not regarded by 
him as immortal beings: if they do but get forward in their respective 
callings, and prosper in relation to the present world, he is satisfied, and 
leaves all the rest to “time and chance.” Alas! alas! what an account 
will such persons have to give at the judgment-seat of Christ ! When 
the Lord Jesus shall say to them, “Is this the way in which you dealt 
with the souls committed to you, the souls which I purchased with my 
own blood?” Beloved brethren, if ye are so unlike to Abraham in this 
world, do you think that you can be numbered amongst his children in 


the world tocome? O judge yourselves, that ye may not be judged of 


the Lord in that great and fearful day. 
Seconaly, this subject administers a severe reproof not only to those who 

never improve their influence at all for God, but to those also who onl) 

exertit in a timid and tame and inefficient way. 
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Think, ye who have children, servants, apprentices, have ye no re- 
sponsibility on their account? Has not God constituted you watchmen 
to give them warning of their subtle enemy, and to show them how they 
are to escape from his assaults? And, if they perish through your 
neglect, shall not their blood be required at your hands? Did God entrust 
them to you for your comfort and advancement only, and not at all 
for their benefit? And the many Sabbaths which he has given you to be 
improved for them, shall not a fearful account be given of them also? Is 
it pleasing to Him, think you, that you suffer the ordinances of divine 
worship to be neglected by them, and the Sabbaths to be wasted in idle 
vanities, instead of being employed by them and you for their welfare ? 

But, perhaps, you will say, “I do occasionally give them good advice.” 
What is that? Abraham did not satisfy himself with giving good advice 
to his children and his household, but “ commanded them:” he main- 
tained authority in his family, and exercised that authority for God. And 
thus should you do also. Eli could not say to his sons, “ Nay, my sons, 
this is no good report that I hear of you: ye make the Lord’s people to 
transgress.” He. even went further, and reminded them of the day of 
judgment: “If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge him : 
but if a man sin against the Lord, who shall intreat for him?” But was 
this all that his situation called for? No: he should have “commanded 
them,” and have thrust them out from the priestly office, if they did not 
obey his injunctions: and because he neglected to do this, God sent 
him a message that “made the ears of all that heard it to tingle.” 
And some awful message shall you also have, if you neglect to employ 
for God the authority you have received from God: for “them that 
honour him he will honour; and those who despise him shall be lightly 
esteemed.” 

Lastly, this subject may tend to the encouragement of those who would 
humbly desire to do their duty. 

True it is, that though you may command, you cannot insure obedience 
to your commands: and notwithstanding your utmost care, there may be 
much amiss among those who are under your control. In Abraham’s 
family there was a mocking Ishmael, in Isaac’s a profane Esau, and in 
Jacob’s many a sinful character. But still, if you fail in many instances, 
and succeed in only one, will not one soul repay you for all your trouble ? 
— — — The testimony of your own conscience too, confirmed by the wit- 
ness of God’s Spirit, is this no recompense? Will not this amply repay 
every effort you can make, even though you should never succeed in 
one single instance? Reflect, too, on the testimony which God himself 
will give you in the last day: “ 1 know him :” I know how he persevered 
under the most discouraging circumstances: I know the battles he fought 
for me: I know the contempt he endured for me: but he was determined 
to persevere: and “he was faithful unto death: and therefore I award 
to him a crown of life.” Say, brethren, is there not enough in such a pros- 
pect as this to carry you forward, though your difficulties were ten thou- 
sand times greater than they are? Say not, “Iam not able to conduct 
family worship, and to instruct my family.” If this be the case, as doubt- 
less in many instances it is, are there not helps sufficient to be obtained 
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from books of instruction and from forms of prayer? Do your best; and 
beg of God to bless your endeavours: and you shall not labour in vain 
nor run in vain: for “out of the mouths of babes and sucklings God will 
ordain strength, and perfect praise.” [ Phil. Recorder. 


7 +e 


INFLUENCE OF THE PARENTAL CHARACTER. 


The influence of the parental character on children is not to be calculat- 
ed. Every thing around has an influence on us. Indeed, the influence of 
things is so great, that, by familiarity with them, they insensibly urge us on 
principles and feelings which we before abhorred. I knew a man who 
took ina democratical paper, only to laugh at it. But at length, he had 
read the same things again and again, so often, that he began to think 
there must be some truth in them, and that men and measures were really 
such as they were so often said to be. A drop of water seems to have 
no influence on the stone; but it will in the end, wear its way through. 
Ifthere be, therefore, such a mighty influence in every thing around, the 
parental influence must be great indeed. 

Consistency is the great character, in good parents, which impresses 
children. They may witness much temper ; but if they see their father 
“ keep the even tenor of his way,” his imperfections will be understood and 
allowed for as reason opens. The child will see and reflect on his 
parent’s intention: and this will have great influence on hismind. This 
influence may, indeed, be afterwards counteracted ; but that only proves 
that contrary currents may arise, and carry the child another way. Old 
Adam may be toostrong for young Melancthon. 

The implantation of principles is of unspeakable importance, especially 
when culled from time to time out of the Bible. The child feels his pa- 
rent’s authority supported by the Bible, and the authority of the Bible 
supported by his parent’s weight and influence. Here are are data— 
fixed data. A man can very seldom get rid of these principles. They 
stand in his way. He wishes to forget them, perhaps; but it is impos- 
sible. 

Where parental influence does not convert, it hampers. It hangs on 
the wheels of evil. I had a pious mother, who propped things in my way. 
I could never rid myself of them. I was a professed infidel : but then I 
liked to be an infidel in company, rather than when alone. I was watched 
when by myself. These principles, and maxims, and data, spoiled my jol- 
lity. With my companions I could sometimes stifle them: like embers 
we kept one another warm. Besides, I was here asort of hero. I had 
beguiled séveral of my associates into my own opinions, and I had to 
maintain a character before them. But I could not divest myself of my 
better principles. I went with one of my companions to see “ The Mi- 
nor.” He could laugh heartily at mother Cole—I could not. He saw 
in her the picture of all who talked about religion—I knew better. The 
ridicule on regeneration was high sport to him—to me, it was none ; it 
could not move my features. He knew no difference between regenera- 

tion and transubstantiation—I did. Iknew there was such athing. I 
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was afraid and ashamed to laugh at it. Parental influence thus cleaves to 
@ man: it harasses him—it throws itself continually in his way. 

I find in myself another evidence of the greatness of parental influence. 
I detect myself to this day, in laying down maxims in my family, which 
I took up at three or four years of age, before I could possibly know the 
reason of the thing. 

It is of incalculable importance to obtain a hold on the conscience. 
Children have a conscience ; and it is not seared, though it is evil. Bring- 
ing the eternal world into their view—planning and acting with that world 
before us—this gains at length, such a hold on them, that, with all the 
infidel poison which they may afterward imbibe, there are few children 
who, at night—in their chamber—in the dark—in a storm of thunder— 
will not feel. They cannot cheat like men. They recollect that eTER- 
nity, which stands in their way. It rises up before them, like the 
ghost of Banquo to Macbeth. It goads : it thunders in their ears. After 
allthey are obliged to compound the matter with conscience, if they 
cannot be prevailed on to return to God without delay :—“I must be 
religious, one time or other. That is clear. I cannot get rid of this 
thing. Well! I will begin at such atime. 1 will finish such a scheme, 
and then ?” 

The opinions—the spirit—the conversation—the manners of the pa- 
rent, influence the child. Whatever sort of man he is, such in a great 
degree, will be the child; unless constitution or accident give him an- 
other turn. If the parent is a fantastic man—if he is a genealogist, 
knows not nothing but who married such an one, and who married such 
an one—if he is a sensualist, a low wretch—his children will usually catch 
these tastes. If he is a literary man—his very girls will talk learnedly. 
If he is a griping, hard miserly man—such will be his children. This I 
speak of as generally the case. It may happen, that the parent’s disposi- 
tion may have no ground to work on in that of the child. It may happen, 
that the child may be driven into disgust: the miser for instance, often 
implants disgust, and his son becomes a spendthrift. 

After all, in some cases, perhaps every thing seems to have been done 
and exhibited by the pious parent in vain. Yet he casts his bread upon 
the waters. And, perhaps after he has been in his grave twenty years, 
his son remembers what his father told him. 

Besides, parental influence must be great, because God has said that it 
shall be so. The parent is not to stand reasoning and calculating. 
God has said that his character shall have influence. 

And this appointment of Providence, becomes often the punishment 
of a wicked man. Such a man is a complete selfist. 1 am weary of hear- 
ing such men talk about their “family,”—and their “ family”—they 
“must provide for their family.” Their family has no place in their 
REAL REGARD. They push for themselves. But God says—“No! You 
think your children shall be so and so. But they shall be rods for your 
own backs. They shall be your curse. They shall rise up against 
you.” The most common of all human complaints is, parents groaning 
under the vices of their children ! This is all the effect of parental influ- 
ence. 
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In the exercise of this influence there are two leading dangers to be 

avoided. 

Excess of sevERITY is one danger. My mother on the contrary, would 
talk to me, and weep as she talked. I flung out of the house with an oath, 
but wept too when I got into the street. Sympathy is the powerful engine 
of a mother. I was desperate. I would go on board a privateer. But 
there are soft moments to such desperadoes. God does not, at once, aban- 
don them to themselves. There are times when the man says, “I 
should be glad to return, but I should not like to meet that face!” if he has 
been treated with severity. 

Yet excess of Laxiry is another danger. The case of Eli affords a 
serious warning on this subject. Instead of his mild expostulation on the 
flagrant wickedness of his sons, Vay, my sons, it is no good. report that I 
hear, he ought to have exercised his authority as a parent and magistrate 
in punishing and restraining their crimes. [ Cecil’s Remains. 


ae 


MR. BELSHAM ON THE FPISTLE OF ST. PAUL. 


If there ever was a conclusive refutation of Socinianism, it is conveyed 
in the new translation and exposition of Si. Paul’s Epistles, lately publish- 
ed by Mr. Belsham. Never surely did a more unfortunate champion come 
forward in defence of an unfortunate cause. The very means which he 
employs to support his novel interpretations,—novel, it is to be hoped, to 
most readers, though the result of thirty years’ meditation in the writer— 
carry absurdity and contradiction so glaringly on their front, that every 
sober reader must stand amazed at the perverseness of a system built on 
assumptions so palpably inadmissible, and arguments so grossly erroneous. 
To follow the writer through all his mistakes or misrepresentations, would 
require a notice of every text in dispute between Unitarians and orthodox* 
Christians ; and a review of the whole subject, almost as long as Mr. 
Belsham’s own four volumes of exposition. 1 however request the inser- 
tion of a few remarks; in urging which I gladly avail myself of an ex- 
cellent paper in the last Number of the Quarterly Review, to which I 
would refer those of your readers who wish for a more extended notice. 

The doctrine of original sin, and, as a necessary consequence, that 
of an atonement for it, are so plainly and so fully brought forward in 

‘every chapter of the Epistles, that it would seem impossible even for 
Socinian artifice to get rid either of the one or the other. Yet this must 
‘be done, or the whole Humanitarian scheme falls to the ground Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Belsham has laboured most strenuously to invalidate these 
two obnoxious articles of the vulgar creed, It will be sufficient to ad- 
duce a few brief specimens of the methods which he adopts to gain this 


* 1 use the word orthodox as explained by Mr. Belsham himself, and not very 
courteously, where he says, * The Epistles of Paul, as they are usually interpret- 
ed, are regarded as the strong holds of orthodoxy, or rather of that enormous 
combination of errors which assumes the name.” 
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end ; and the meanest understanding will be able to determine what 
must be the merit of a cause which can be supported only by means like 
these. And, first, the Unitarian expositor begins with boldly denying 
St. Paul himself to be a sound interpreter, or an accurate reasoner; and 
this in language most unceremonious and offensive. To the truth of this 
charge, let the following instances, among innumerable others in Mr. 
Belsham’s annotations, testify. 

“Such is the train of the Apostle’s reasoning, the defect of which 
need not be pointed out.” Vol. I. p. 112. 

*‘ His argument, if,it prove any thing, proves, &c.” p. 125. 

“In every light in which I can view this argument, it appears to me 
errelevant and inconclusive.” Vol. II. p. 105. 

“ Such is the nature of the Apostle’s argument, which, to say the truth, 
is of no great weight.” Vol. IV. p. 196. 

“He has introduced a confusion of ideas, which makes it difficult to 
unravel the sense.” On Rom. v. 12, &c. 

“ Had the Apostle been a correct writer, the antithesis would have 
stood in this form.” Ibid. 

“ This mode of reasoning is evidently inconclusive, and in the present 
enlightened age is altogether discarded.” Vol. IV. 

“The design of the writer is sufficiently obvious; so Likewise is the 
weakness and inconclusiveness of his argument.” Ibid. 

The humble reader of the word of God, as the Quarterly Reviewer 
justly remarks, may well feel appalled and disgusted at beholding “ the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles thus rebuked and reprimanded for ignor- 
ance and incapacity, by the minister of Essex-street chapel.” 

The following may serve as examples of the forced and unnatural 
expositions to which the Unitarian is reduced in the plainest passages, 
in order to maintain any resemblance to consistency. 

Romans viii. 26, 27.— Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities ; 
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit 
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered, 
And he that searcheth the heart knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of 
God. 

In explaining these two verses, Mr. Belsham, after mistranslating 
vo mvevpa, This Spirit, tells us that the spirit here intended is the spirit 
before described, of hope, patience, and resignation, which are the leading 
virtues of the Christian character; and that the Apostle, “by a figure 
not unusual to him, personifies the Christian virtues, and represents them 
as interceding with God, for those who are at a loss to know what to ask 
themselves: thus the spirit is said to help our infirmities.” From which 
we learn, that a man’s affections and virtues may be divided from him- 
self; that, being so divided, they intercede for him, and that too “ with 
groanings which cannot be uttered ;” and, moreover, passing to the next 
clause, that “ God knows the mind” of our purified affections. A singular 
species of personification is this, in which we have the affections of the 
mind made a distinct object from the mind, and then a separate and dis- 
tinct mind attributed to them ! Can this, and such like interpretations, be 
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called the simple meaning of the words of that Book whose pages were 
written for “ the wayfaring man ?” 

Again, on another passage, after informing us, “ that the blood of Christ 
purifies the conscience from dead works, and from voluntary acts of sin ; 
and that, being offered in the heavenly sanctuary, it released the Jews from 
the sin of transgressing the old covenant, obtained the pardon of the trans- 
gression,” &c. Mr. Belsham affirms, “ All that the writer really means 
78, that the Mosaic dispensation being ended by the death of Christ, all 
who believe are now released from the obligation of the ceremonial law.” 
If this be not a near approximation to contradiction, the common princi- 
ples of language are strangely altered. Again; if the Bible declares that 
Christ is worshipped by the angels (Heb. i. 6.) Mr. Belsham assures us, 
that “by a bold and sublime figure, the former prophets are summoned 
to do homage to him.” If we read, that “at the name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow,” we are taught that this means only, that “ the doctrine 
of Jesus reveals a future judgment.” If we find Christ addressed with, 
‘“¢ Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth,” &c. 
we learn, that “the immutability of God is here declared, as a pledge of 
the immortality of the kingdom of Christ.” And, as a final resource, 
when even this bold and licentious style of interpretation will not admit 
of any but a Trinitarian sense in a passage, Mr. Belsham calmly decides 
the stubborn factto be “a figure.” By this means he invariably and 
conveniently disposes of Christ’s sacrifice ; of the Holy Spirit ; of Christ’s 
headship of the church; the principalities and powers in the heavenly 
places; Christ’s ascension ; Christ’s being in the form of God, and other 
kindred facts and doctrines. 

Such then is a brief specimen of the means by which modern Unitarian- 
ism maintains its peculiar creed, and strives to shake our belief in the 
essential doctrines of Christianity. It begins with trampling on the author- 
ity of an Apostle, in the very doctrines he was appointed to reveal, ex- 
plain, and defend : it concludes with overturning every established princi- 
ple of logic, grammar, criticism, and common sense. “ Here,” remarks 
the Quarterly Reviewer, “is the result of the spirit of self-will and self- 
sufficiency in religion—give it time and space enough. It has already taught 
its votary to deny the authority, and despise the reasonings, of the very 
men commissioned by God to disseminate the truth. It has already assu- 
med that their knowledge may be false, their reasoning fallacious, and 
their belief wrong. What shall be the end of these things? What may be 
the end of this widely spread spirit, as far as worldly interests are con- 
cerned, He only knows who controls the operations of evil as he sees 
fit, or allows them to work out their own destructions in the ruin of much 
that is fair, and lovely, and amiable, for purposes of which even here we 
may partly understand the wisdom and the goodness. But the present 
effects of this spirit on those who are under its domination ; the pride, the 
unlovely vanity, and the darker passions which follow in its train; these 

are clearly to be understood by all who will understand ; and they must at 
once excite the warmest pity for the condition of those who suffer under 
their operation, and the most lively dread, lest our condition should resem 
Ble theirs.” [ Christian Observer. 
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Jutelligence, 


ENGLAND.—JEWS SOCIETY. 


The London Jews Society have appointed Dr. G. E. Dalton a Mis- 
sionary to Palestine. He sailed for Malta last summer, with his wife, to 
enter on the duties of his appointment. Previous to his departure from 
London, he addressed a letter to the Rev. Mr. Hawtry, which we give 
below : 

My Dear Sir, 

As I cannot hope for the pleasure of seeing you again previous to my 
departure for Malta, { leave the particulars of an interesting circum- 
stance which occurred during your absence. Sunday evening, 23d inst. 
seven foreign Jews were at the Episcopal chapel. After service they 
were brought into the vestry room and interrogated. Only one of them 
spoke English, and that imperfectly. They were, therefore, ques- 
tioned by a person present, who spoke German. They stated they were 
from Berlin ; some of them dealers in jewellery, &c. One of them, A—, 
had been at the chapel before, the others came at his suggestion, wishing 
to see how things were. Mention was made of my object, and whither 
I was going; they all caught at the name of Jerusalem, and one or two 
said, “Let me go with you.” We walked together from the chapel. I 
put some questions (through my interpreter) respecting the Messiah. 
They collected around us, and argued with much vivacity. The only 
opinion they seemed to hold in common was, that Messiah was not come. 
B—— said he had worshipped one God and kept the commandments : 
when pushed on this point, he had recourse to the Talmud; and here a 
very warm discussion arose between him and A , who rejected it as 
unworthy of credence. The rest, with the exception of L , took 
little or no part in the discussion, betrayed great levity and carelessness ; 
appearing more bent on going to regale themselves at some public house, 
than on hearing those things which belonged to their peace. However, 
A and B walked on with us. The present state of the Jews, 
the altered feelings of Christians towards them, the promises respecting 
them, together with quotations from Daniel, &c. were placed before 
them. We continued conversing until ten o’clock, and they evinced a 
very candid spirit and great command of temper. Towards the conclu- 
sion A said, “If I could only be persuaded that Jesus was the 
Messiah, I would be baptized.” B excused himself as being unpre- 
pared to answer the questions put him. He observed, the questions were 
too learned, and he should like to have time to consider them. We 
assured him they were not learned questions, nor was it our desire to put 
difficulties in his way, but to show him that his own Scriptures proved 
Jesus to be the Christ. He then said, he should wish to meet me again. 
The following evening was fixed for that purpose. We shook hands 
and parted. Itold them I should go home and pray for them, and 
begged them to read over the passages by themselves. 
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We met the next day. L— came with A——and B—. Texts 
chiefly bearing on the first advent of our blessed Lord were selected. B— 
tried to prove that Christians broke the second commandment, by wor- 


shipping more than one God. ‘We showed him that Christ and God . 


were one, and the Trinity in unity. He endeavoured to set this aside ; but 
L opposed him, and added, if Christians break the commandment 
because they worship Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we break it also; for 
en the last day of atonement we say wipn nyt and also we say 
mnoe'sw three times. B then endeavoured to prove that Christ 
was not God. Isaiah ix. 6. was quoted. L—— read it attentively, and 
after some consideration affirmed, “ that is Messiah.” Gen. xlix. 10. was 
then referred to, and they all assented to the fulfilment in Herod’s be- 
coming king. ‘The seventy weeks of Daniel were then urged. LL—— 
cried out emphatically, “ Messiah must be come, but Jesus is not Mes- 
siah.” Isaiah vii. 14. and its fulfilmentin Matt. i. 23. with other passages, 
were stated. B , who had argued strenuously before, was quite sient. 
A urged that the Bible I had was a false one, only containing our 
own text. I handed it to L ; he turned it over very carefully, and 
finding it quite correct, (it was Bagster’s Polyglott,) he was confounded, 
and after resisting some evasive explanations of his brethren, he cried 
out clapping his hands, “If these prophecies be true, Messiah is God ; 
Messiah is come, and Jesus is Messiah.” “ We are in captivity.”” “ Yes, 
yes,” they all exclaimed, hanging their heads, “in prison, in prison.” 
‘‘ Christians are,” said he, “not in captivity, because they believe Mes- 
siah is come, we are, because we believe it not.” 

I endeavoured to impress him with a sense of the awful state of his. 
people, and of his‘own soul, not finding peace in Judaism, nor convinced 
of its truth, and yet not believing in Jesus of Nazareth. He shook his 
head and said, “It is true; we are all blind, all blind.” Itold him of 
blind Bartimzeus, and besought him to beg of the Lord Jesus to open his 
eyes, that his soul might live. He said, I should like much to see a 
German padre, to speak with him. I promised to try and get one to meet 
them on Wednesday evening. They cheerfully accepted the offer. After 
having spent more than three hours with them, I left them, parting with 
expressions of mutual good wishes. They remained to partake of some 
tea with our interpreter ; and I departed, blessing God on behalf of these 
poor wanderers of the house of Israel, praying they might be sheep of his 
fold. 

On Wednesday evening Mr. Treschow attended, and conversed with 
them. A was not present, another came in his place. I gave a Gere 
man Hebrew Testament to L——, but I leave the circumstances of that 
evening, on which I was only a listener, to Mr. T——, to whom I refer 
you for particulars. Surely it is interesting to find Jews so ready for quiet, 
calm, and affectionate discussion ; and more especially persons who, by 
their own accoupt, had not been familiarized with these matters be 
fore. 

Farewell, my dear Sir, let us go in faith, scattering the precious seed. 
We know who alone can give success. May the Lord God of Israel 
bless your labours, and those of all the Society, and begging a remem- 
brance in your prayers, Believe me, &c. 





























G. E. Darrom. — 
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NOTICES AND ACKOWLEDGMENTS. 

There has been some unavoidable delay in issuing the last 
three numbers of our work, which we sincerely regret. The 
cause of this delay being now removed the numbers will be de- 
livered in due time. 

“a; and “ Z. Y.” are received. There are some allusions 
in * J. D.’s” communication which render it inadmissible. He 
will excuse us from opening the door toa controversy which can- 
not profit. 


= SR 


. OBITUARY. 


[it is with the most heartfelt sorrow that we have to record the death of the 
distinguished individual whose Obituary occupies the following pages. Mr. Be- 
thune was the early and constant friend of our publication, and both the former 
and present editor experienced much of his kindness, assistance and friendly 
advice. The Christian Herald contains many pieces from his pen, some of which 
were transferred to almost all the works of this character in our country, and we 
trust have been the means of doing much good. “ He rests from his labours and 
his works do follow him.”) 


DIVIE BETHUNE, ESQ. 


Divie Bethune was born April 4th, A. D. 1771, in the town of 
Dingwall, the capital of Ross-shire, in Scotland. He was des- 
cended, on his father’s side, from a branch of the Sully family, 
who emigrated to Scotland from France; and on his mother’s 
side, from the Monros of Fowlis, she being grand daughter to 
Mr. Monro.* His parents were both pious. His father was 
by profession a physician; a magistrate of Dingwall, and an elder 
in the established church of Scotland. He trained up his children 
in habits of piety, and poured instruction on their minds, more in 
the persuasive accents of a friend than with the authority of a father. 
In this, his son resembled him much. 

The subject of this sketch was the youngest of four children who 
reached maturity, and was designed by his father for the ministry ; 
but his father dying when he was only 14 years of age, the plan 
was relinquished. He pursued his education, however, and im- 
proved his mind by general reading until the age of 18 years. Not 
wishing to be burdensome to his mother and sisters, and following 
the example of Highland youths, he determined to seek indepen- 
dence in a foreign country. He parted with his mother and sisters 
in the year 1789, His mother has been often heard to say, that 





* For a particular account of this family, see appendix to * Life of Col. Gardner.” 
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it was the first time he had ever cost her a pang. His destination 
was the island of.'Tobago, where his only brother, eleven years 
older than himself, practised medicine. Dr. Bethune, on the arrival 
of bis brother, immediately looked out a situation for him on an 
estate as overseer, in the prospect of his becoming a planter; but 
the Lord had purposes of mercy towards him, and. inclined the 
heart of a gentleman to procure him a situation ina eounting- 
house, which he much preferred: To this period of his life Mr. 
Bethune often looked back with thankfulness, not only that he had 
never been permitted to traffic in human flesh but that restraining 
grace had prevented him from running to the same excess of riot 
and dissipation, as his companions around him, thirteen of whom 
were consigned to an early grave, during two years that he re- 
mained on the island. He, however, was seized with the fever of 
the climate, which so debilitated him that his brother sent him to 
this country for the restoration of his. health. He spent some 
months in Portsmouth, New-Hampshire. The similarity of man- 
ners to those of his native country, and the comparative innocence 
of the habits of the people, made him return to Tobago with re- 
luctance. He wrote a letter to his mother, giving an account of 
the different state of society in the two countries, which soon 
brought a command to quit the island and either return ‘to Séot- 
land, or remove to the United States, where he would be under 
the sound of the gospel, and would'not be required to profane the 
Sabbath, which he was compelled to do:in Tobago, it being the 
greatest day of sale. ‘His brother used every endeavour to prevent 
him from leaving the island. ‘The gentleman in’ whose employ he 
was, offered him partnership: at the end of. another year provided 
he would remain. pob aids 

Mr. Bethune arrived in Portsmouth some time in 1792, and 
immediately set out for this city.—Although he was not at that 
time decidedly religious, yet he was-seriously exercised, and felt 
a horror of profanity and vice. He had been the subject of re- 
ligious impressions from a very early period in life. As early as 
at nine years of age, he was visited with convictions produced by 
means of a severe fit of sickness, which, however, wore away when 
he returned to health, but not without leaving a tenderness of con- 
science which served to guard him against many of the snares and 
vices of youth. His situation as a stranger in a strange land, 
would naturally induce very serious reflections in the mind of one 
whose heart had not been altogether corrupted by sinful attach- 
ments. Accordingly, such was the effect which it had upon him, 
and so strong and deep were the impressions which by this means 
it pleased the Spirit of God to make on his mind, that while wait- 
ing for the stage at Norwalk, (Conn.) on the Sabbath, he wandered 
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along the banks of a stream into a wood; he felt himself indeed 
a stranger in a strange land; early associations.crowded on his 
mind; he knelt down by a stone, and like Jacob, vowed “ If God 
will be with mein this way that | go, and will give me bread to 
eat and raiment to put on, so that | come again to my father’s 
house in peace, then shall the Lord be my God.” 

He had but one acquaintance in this city, and into his employ- 
ment he entered. The Lord accepted of the dedication of his 
young servant, and his miud gradually opened to the divine truth.— 
The late Mrs. Isabella Graham was the first person to wiom he 
opened his mind on the subject of bis own personal religion. She 
led him to her pastor, who afterwards became his intimate friend : 
the Rev. Dr. J. M. Mason, under whose preaching he was brought 
to the enjoyment of that liberty wherewith Christmakes: his peo- 
~ free. in 1793-4, he joined in communion with the Associate 

eformed Church, and in 1802 was ordained an elder of that 
church. He continued in that connexion until the Rev.’ Dr. Mason 
resigned his pastoral charge. Mr. Bethune then removed to the 
Presbyterian Church, under the pastoral care of the Rev. ‘Dr. 
Romeyn, where he continued an active officer untib translated to 
the church above. | 

Mr. B.:entered on his mercantile life, December 1794. His 
first partner was Mr. John Lewis Vanden Enden. He was a truly 
pious man, anda member of the Reformed Dutch Church. On 
the ist of July following, he married Miss Joanna Graham, to 
whom he had long been attached, the daughter of his spiritual 
mother, the late Mrs. Isabella Graham, and in August of the same 
year, he was attacked with yellow fever, and)shortly after followed 
to the grave his dear friend and partner, who fell a victim to that 
disease. 

Mr. Bethune experienced many vicissitudes in his mercantile 
career; but in business he set the Lord always before him, From 
the time he professed the name of Christ, he kept a record of the 
Lord’s dealings with him. When in any difficulty he spread the 
matter before him; then looked out texts and promises suitable to 
his situation, recorded them in his book, and continued to plead 
them before the Lord until he received an answer, which he also 
recorded. Before there was a Tract Society in this country, he 
printed 10,000 tracts at his own expense, put them in a store for 
sale at cost, and never travelled without them ; few were sold; he 
gave them to ministers and others travelling through the country. 
He likewise imported Bibles for distribution, in which he was aided 
_ by his mother, Mrs. G. From the year 1803 to 1816, he was at 
‘the sole expense of one or more Sunday schools, and in many in- 
stances furnished the children with shoes. He set apart the tenth 
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of his gains for the service of the Lord, but never limited himself— 
that portion usually went to great undertakings ;—while minor 
calls were so answered that the left-hand knew not what the right- 
hand did. He was at the formation of many, and ‘took an active 
part in most of the charitable and religious institutions in this city, 
and was a liberal donor to those of his native land. He was a 
zealous friend to the Theological Seminaries of the Associate Re- 
formed and’ Presbyterian Churches. Like Job, “he delivered 
the poor that cried, and the fatherless and him that had none to 
help him,” and his family never was withoutthem:as inmates. 
The last day only will disclose the unwearied benevolence ‘and holy 
zeal of this man of God. } 
Although Mr. Bethune had the appearance of vigorous health, 
he had many severe illnesses for two years previous to his de- 
cease his health evidently declined. During the last spring and 
summer his strength ‘and flesh gradually failed; while. ‘he* used 
every means for the restoration of his health, he'seemed:to antici- 
pate the end of his labours, and set his house in order) :He arrived 
at his home Sept. 11th, from Saratoga Springs, andthe Saturday 
following his happy spirit took its flight.” Wednesday morning he 
thus addressed his family Physician, “ Doctor, you are acquainted 
with my constitution, | want you to examine me particularly, and 


to tell me whether you think I shall recover. 1 have all along 


doubted it, and am perfectly willing to go if it be the Lord’s will. 
You have been in the habit of smoothing the dying beds of our 
family, and I wish you to be nearmine.” After the physicians 
lefi him, he told Mrs. B. he was petfectly willing to ‘take their 
prescriptions, as they seemed to have a claim on him;but didnot 
expect they would do any good;»he felt! his race was run, and 
wished to be permitted to depart. Mrs. B. asked him if he felt any 

ain? he answered, No. She asked him if his mind was easy? 
he replied, ““O yes, O yes; glad should I be to be permitted to 
say nothing, but to go home.” She said, “ Ihave not been worthy 
of you.” “O yes,” he replied, “ but you have idolized a little ; 
live near to God, and when he takes away your husband, my love, 
and your father, my dear children, he will be a husband and a 
father to you and your children (naming his grand children.) The 
promise is to you and to your children.” Mrs. B. said, “ You 
have been a faithful father to them ;” he said, “yes, with all my 
folly I hold fast by the covenant for them, and what is there but 
that covenant? Dear, dear children! I love my children ;” extend- 
ing a hand to each of them and naming the absent one. Shortly 
after, he said “the Lord has been preparing me for this; he has 
been showing me the folly of my own heart and the wickedness 
of this world. O what a wicked, wicked world! I long to depart. 
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i want to lean on my master’s bosom, while passing through the 
dark valley. I wish-my friends to help me through the vailey by 
reading to me the word of God. [ have not read much lately but 
the Bible; the Bible; the Bible! 1 want nothing but the Bible! 
O the light that has shone into my soul through the Bible.” His 
son brought Mrs. Graham’s provision for passing Jordan, he said, 
“give me my Saviour’s words, read the 14th of John. I want 
God’s word ;. it is all truth; Llove it;” after the chapter was read 
he said, ““ Now leave me alone for a little while.” 

Mrs. B. mentioned to him on Thursday evening that there was 
a prayer meeting of his fellow church members, where he was 
made the subject of special prayer; he said, “O! Lam glad, that 
cheers me; 1 love to think that Christians are praying for me.” 
Mrs. B. begged him to try and sleep, “ yes,” said he, “I wish to 
sleep, and O! I want the long sleep; all you who have your time 
of watching around my bed, keep me still asleep.” Mrs. B. called 
to his remembrance, a remark he had often quoted of his dear 
young friend, Mr. Summerfield, respecting Peter, “ that when the 
church was praying for Peter, and heaven and hell were engaged 
about him, Peter was asleep.” Seeing his son-in-law by his bed- 
side, he laid his hand on his head and said, “‘ Preach the Gospel, 
my son.” His own son coming in, he laid his hand upon his head, 
and said, ‘ Preach the Gospel; tell dying sinners of a Saviour; 
mind nothing else—it is all folly. And you too, dear child,” ex- 
tending his hand to Mrs. M’C. “you have always been a dutiful 
child to me.” ‘To Miss V. he said, ‘* You, dear friend, who have 
been to me as a daughter, I thank you for all your. kindness; the 
Lord will reward you: the blessings of the God of Jacob will rest 
upon you. And now lam tired; I want to rest.” In the night 
of Thursday, he said to Mrs. B. “ what a strange disease this has 
been; how have [| been brought down by degrees till Tuesday, 
when I seemed to go all at once. What do the physicians think 
now ?” She replied that they thought there was a possibility that 
he might recover, and wished him to take medicine and nourish- 
ment. ‘ And what is my duty?” She said, “ to be passive in the 
hands of the Lord.” Soon after, he said, “O! Joanna, pray for 
my soul, and pray for my body, that it may be easy while passing 
throughthe valley. 1 wish no display, but let it be laid decently 
in the grave; and O! do not praise me; praise the Saviour. \O 
what a Saviour! Blessed Saviour! I want to go to my Saviour. 
Don’t let any thing be said over me when I am gone ; too much is 
said in praise of man; but let my brethren sing the 146th Psalm, 
as expressive of my dying exercises :— 


©} praise my Maker while I’ve breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death,” &c. 
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Friday, Mrs. W. a faithful domestic coming in, he thus addressed 
her, “O! Mrs. W. dear friend, you have been kind to me, may the 
Lord reward you. You had the privilege of seeing one dear friend* 
depart to glory; now I trust you shall see another. I hope you 
have all chosen the Saviour.” To Mr. A. a Christian friend, he 
said, “all that my Christian friends have to do for me now is to 
pray that strength may be given me while passing through the 
dark valley.” Mr. A, said, * God will not leave younow.” “ No, 
I trust my Saviour, I love him, and he loves me! Oh! how 
wondrously he bas loved me, no tongue can tell.” 

On Friday, he said, 1 have been disappointed ; I thought be- 
fore this to have been with my dear Saviour! my blessed, blessed 
Saviour! Mr. M’C. answered, “ in all probability you will see him 
soon.” * Yes,” he exclaimed, “I hope so;” then pausing a mo- 
ment, he added, “ I expect to take the lowest seat at the feet of 
my Redeemer.” Shortly after, he asked if there was no one to 
pray with him? His wish was immediately complied with. Dur- 
ing the prayer, his spirit was evidently spreading its wings for 
flight, and he exclaimed as the prayer was closed, ‘* O yes, it is all 
true, all true and all precious.” ‘ Then you find the Lord, your 
Redeemer, still near you,” said Mr. M‘C. “ Yes,” was his reply, 
as his faith rose in its full triumph, “ the eternal God is my refuge, 
and underneath me are the everlasting arms.” The same day he 
called his dear wife—she was near him—putting his arms round 
her, he said, “ my dear Joanna, I want you to be near me while 
passing through the valley, and to comfort me with good words ; 
© my dear wife, let me go!” Shortly after, “1 want the brightness 
of my Father’s glory to take me home, and | want a dear wife to 
let me go.”—She said, the Lord’s time is best, os whatever is his 
will, I trust I shall be enabled to submit to. 

“Yes,” he replied, “but still, but still!’—Supposing that he 
alluded to her praying for his recovery, she said, “ My dear love, 
I-am willing, since you desire it, to give you up to your Saviour.” 
He seemed relieved and again putting his arm around her, said, 
‘You have always been a dear, kind wife to me.” Mrs. B. men- 
tioned the names of some Christian friends, and asked him if he 
wished to see them: he replied, “The dear epee is all 
1 wish to see—but tell them all to pray for me ; it is consoling to 
me to think they are praying for me: 1 want their prayers to help 
me through the dark valley.” During the night of Friday, he 
kindly remembered all under his care in the counting-house. On 
the morning of Saturday, a youth, his apprentice, came to see 
him;—he took him by the hand, and said, “dear Edward, } 
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thought to have trained = four this world and the next: but the 
Lord will take care of you—seek the Saviour!” About eight 
o’clock he said, “1am perfectly satisfied—I am perfectly satis- 
fied!” And thus closed his testimony to the truth of the promises 
and the preciousness of the grace of his blessed Saviour; and im- 
mediately the work of dissolution began. 

The character of Mr. Bethune is thus briefly and accuratel 
summed up in the funeral sermon by his pastor, the Rev Dr. 
Romeyn. | 

“With almost every society for the promotion of religion and 
the melioration of human misery in this city, he has been con- 
nected since he professed the name of Christ ; and his life has been 
that of a devoted follower of his Lord and master in the different 
relations which he has sustained. Few laymen ever appeared in 
our judicatories who commanded more respect and possessed more 
influence. He was listened to with attention by all, and however 
diversified might be the opinions amongst them, his word and his 
judgment seldom failed to command their merited tribute. His 
perception was quick, and his judgment, when called into exercise 
under his conscious responsibility, solid and substantial. A kinder 
man never lived; one more open to advice—more forbearing 
toward others. Who, among those that knew him, did not greet 
his visits? You found him the Christian decided, and the worldly 
gentleman acknowledged. Few, very few, had the talent of com- 
mending the Gospel and its truths to others, in a way more attrac- 
tive, and powerful from its attraction.” 

The closing scene corresponded with the tenor of his life. The 
uniform and distinguished characteristic of his dying exercises was, 
an entire absorption of spirit inthe view of the glory, and the inward 
feeling of the preciousness of the grace of the Lord Jesus—They 
strikingly displayed the importance of early religious habits, of 
thorough scriptural knowledge, and of a consistent Christian life. 
The fruit of these he found in the clear, calm and firm operations 
of a living faith, and a hope that did not make ashamed ; affording 
to all around him, the visible and audible proofs that he had 
“arrived at the fullness of the stature of a man of Christ Jesus:” 
His prayers were heard ; his passage through Jordan was calm and 
ease ; and without a groan or a sigh he fell asleep on the bosom of 
that Redeemer whom he loved to serve during life, and whom he 
longed to see eye to eye, and face to face, in the upper sanciuary. 


** Night dews fall not more gently on the ground, 
Nor weary worn out winds expire more soft,” 


than this foliower of the Lamb passed from his pilgrimage on earth 
to his loved home in the skies, the mansion his Master had pre- 
pared for him. 
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* The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 
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DESPATCH AT SEA. 


Dear Friend,—I was brought up in a good moral way, although 
. my friends were not very religious. My father was master of a ship 
at sea and died in the year 1808. When I arrived at the age of 
14, I entered into the world to get a living, thinking I was capa- 
ble of providing for myself. I paid no attention to my poor aged 
parent’s advice—I got into bad company, and addicted myself to 
drinking, dancing, singing, &c.; and often went home at two or 
three o’clock in the morning, in cold bitter weather; and have 
found my poor mother weeping, with no fire to warm herself, and 
scarce any light to see with, waiting for a rebellious son to come 
home. What heart would not melt at such a sight, to see a mo- | 
ther weeping, and on her bended knees imploring the Lord to a 
have mercy on her son! No entreaty, no persuasion, had any 
effect. On the 20th of December, 1811, I was coming home 


from the Mediterranean after an absence of three years ; I thought, ee 
when I got home, I would withhold myself from nothing that de- a 
lighted me, but have all my heart could wish for one whole month, he 
and then I would go to sea again; (but the Lord’s thoughts were . ne 
thoughts of mercy, though I merited only vengeance.) On our « 
3 approach up the channel of England, the weather was very nee 
thick and foggy ; we could see no distance; we steered ashore Ha 
B by course at Seaford, near Beachy-head. It being low water, we bd 
carried a stern anchor out ; and when the tide flowed, we hove a: 


off, but bilged the vessel. We then endeavoured to get into ae 
Newhaven harbour, but the ship making so much water, she went 4 
down with us, and left us partly in the water and partly out, 1 aa 
then called on the Lord to have mercy on me, and promised that, ES 
if he would save me, I would return him thanks. Not long after, P 
a boat came and picked me up. O my dear friend, how thank- 
ful I then was (a poor shipwrecked sailor) that God had saved my i 
life from the perilous deep; but, ah! my friend, this is notall. He as 
has not only displayed his mighty power by saving this mortal 
body from a watery grave, but has given his dear Son to die for 
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love, how shall sinful dust and ashes repay thee! my all is not 
sufficient to offer thee; well dost thou know it, and all thou re- 
quirest is, “ Son, give me thy heart.” Take it, Lord, just as it 
is; stamp thine own image on it: Even so. ‘ Come, Lord 
Jesus, come quickly, amen.” Excuse, my dear friend, these few 
warm expressions; but, methinks, I could dwell on the love of 
Jesus for ever! When I consider how far back I have gone this 
voyage, 1am ashamed of myself, and grieved to my soul; and 
am almost ready to say | am not a child of God; but the temp- 
tations of Satan are very great. 1am wellassured that he goeth 
about as #roaring lion, and were it not for the precious promises 
left on record, I should fall a victim to that vile enemy of precious 
souls; but, eternal thanks to Almighty God for the word of his 
truth, Jesus Christ is my strength, my refuge, and my all. Thus, 
my friend, | have given you some account of myself, and how 
matters stand between God and my soul. Excuse the imperfec- 
tions of it, and also the writing, as I am a poor Sailor bound to the 
Jand of Canaan ; and truly | can say, a lover of souls. And now, 
my friend, | would say a word to you: perhaps I may never see 
you more; and if in this world we never meet again, the Lord 
grant we may meet in those blissful mansions where we shall part 
no more for ever! I know you are a man of good understanding, 
and more able to give me advice than I am to advise you. There 
is also something in you that commands esteem and affection. 
Excuse me, I ama plain man, this is no flattery ; and now I 
would ask a serious question of you. How stands matters be- 
tween you and your God? Consider thy ways. Do you call on 
God, morning, noon, and night? have you left off prayer? Oh 
remember, a prayerless person is a graceless person. What ac- 
count will such a one give in the great day of judgment! know- 
ing it was his duty, and living in the neglect of it. Can you live 
without food for your mortal body, any more than you can live 
without prayer? for it is the spiritual food for your precious soul! 
O my dear friend, I am aware that you know these things, and 
have been taught them from your youth. I will say to you, as 
the Lord said to his disciples, ‘* Will ye also go away?” And 
does he not say to us sometimes, “ Will you crucify me again? 
Will you wound your own soul again? Will you grieve my Holy 
Spirit again?” Hast thou done it? O, where will you go? My 
soul feels for you. Take this calling of the Lord: * Turn ye, 
turn ye,” saith the Lord God, “‘ why will ye die?” O what gra- 
cious words are these which fell from the God of love, whom we 
have pierced through with many sorrows. Look; my friend, at 
this language, “ Why will you die?” He asks the reason: tell 
him if you have any reason, not be dumb; abhor thyself, and 
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repent in dust and ashes, then cleave to thy Redeemer ; for sure- 
ly he has loved us with an everlasting love, and shall we neglect 
him? Shall we put him to open shame again? No, my dear 
friend, let us be ashamed of ourselves ; and take the precious pro- 
mises, and plead them before the throne of grace; then will he 
hear you, and receive you graciously, and love you very freely. 
Oh, that i could take words and put them into your heart; but 
this is not in the power of sinful dust; therefore I would exhort 
you in the name of the Lord to turn to him, for “ Why will you 
die?” Remember this side the grave, we have to prepare for 
Eternity, and Jehovah, knowing we are not able to prepare our- 
selves, has promised to bless us with his grace, and to give us all 
we need. He well knew that we could not fulfil his righteous 
laws; therefore he gave his only Son to obey and suffer for us, 
that we might be reconciled toGod through him. Ah! my friend, 
thus did he humble himself, and bear our sins, insomuch that the 
weight thereof made him sweat great drops of blood, and strained 
every nerve of the dear Redeemer; he knew what would be the 
event of his divine mission—he goes forth from the garden, and 
meets a band of soldiers, who were searching for him. “ lam 
he, whom thou seekest,” saith the blessed Jesus; and then deli- 
vers himself up into the hands of cruel men without resistance. 
Harmless Jesus! O the hardened sons of father Adam !—how they 
mock him and wound his precious head with a sharp crown of thorns 
which made the blood trickle down his face, and not a word of re- 
pining was heard from him! Innocent Jesus! O cruel men, whose 
hearts cid uot melt at this sight, but spit upon him, and buffeted him 
with the palms of their hands, and when one would plead for him, 
they all cried out, “ Crucify him, crucify him, away with him!” 
Then they led him forth to Mount Calvary, and He became a 
curse for us. ‘ Ob! behold that cross! yonder he is stretched ! 
yonder he bleeds! yonder he hangs on the accursed tree! the 
Son of God! the ineek, the mild, the blessed Jesus, a horrid spec- 
tacle between earth and heaven! See through thy benevolent 
Redeemer’s tender hands, the executioner hath driven the sharp- 
pointed nails—the blcod springs forth at each barbarous blow! 
See how the Sovereign healer of mankind resigns himself to 
death! O my dear friend, can you contemplate the sufferings of 
our dear Redeemer and be cold? Oh canst thou remember all 
is for you, and still be ungrateful ? Oh, no, my friend ; let us fall 
down in the lowest prostration of soul, and body, and love, and 
adore the great Redeemer, who has suffered, bled, and died for 
us—ihen shall we have that peace of mind which passeth all un- 
dersianding. Now, my dear friend, | must conclude. 1 promised 
10 write to you when we were together, coming down the Medi- 
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terranean. I sincerely hope this will meet you and yours in good 
health, as it leaves me and mine, thanks be to the Lord. J am 
sorry to hear of your misfortune, but repine not, nor murmur, for 
it is the work of the Lord. 


« Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust him for his grace ; 
Behind a frowning Providence 
He hides a smiling face. 


His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour ; 

The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flow’r. 


Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan his work in vain ; 

God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain.”’ 


That the blessing of the Lord may attend these lines to your 
precious and immortal soul, is the prayer of your affectionate 


friend. Lond, Sail. Mag. 


eee 


FROM THE SIXTH REPORT OF THE MERCHANT SEAMEN’S 
AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Your Committee with great pleasure report, that a second ap- 
plication to the Court of Directors of the East India Company for 
pecuniary assistance, has been met by them with their wonted 
munificence, and that another donation of £100 has been pre- 
sented in aid of the Society’s object. 

In connexion with this. second donation from the Court of Di- 
rectors of the East India Company, your Committee are most 
happy to avail themselves of this opportunity to announce, that 
they have received, through the medium of Captain Mortlock, of 
the Honourable Company’s service, the sum of £29 8s. collected 
by some of his friends in the East Indies. Of this amount there 
are eight annual subscriptions of one guinea each—the rest are do- 
nations. 

During the six years which have elapsed since its formation, no 
less asum than £5686 17s. Od#. has been raised to supply our 
merchant seamen with the Holy Scriptures. Yet as the loss of 
the Society on the Scriptures sold to seamen increases in propor- 
tion to the increase of their sales, and as the agents employed in 
this important work cannot on any account be dispensed with, it is 
strongly but respectfully urged on all who take an interest in the 





7 LORE APT LH SEN ENS EMR SI RC EON 





i824. } Extracts, &c. 637 
Society’s welfare, to do all they can individually in their respec- 
tive circles to increase the amount of its annual income. The de- 
sire on the part of the seamen to possess the sacred Seriptures is 
by no means abated: and your Comuniiens in common with all 
the friends of humanity, and of British sailors in particular, would 
deprecate the necessity of refusing to gratify that desire, and finally 
of withdrawing that agency which has been hitherto so successfully 
employed, simply for want of funds to carry it on. 

It has been already stated, that the disposition on the part of the 
sailors to supply themselves with the holy Scriptures is not by any 
means diminished. For although the exertions of the Society’s 
agents, in former years, have been instrumental in furnishing thou- 
sands of seamen trading to the port of London with the holy Scrip- 
tures, and thereby diminishing from year to year the number un- 
provided, it is truly gratifying to your Committee to report, that 
not fewer than 764 Bibles and 144 Testaments have been sold to 
seamen at Gravesend in the past year. Besides these, the So- 
ciety’s agent in London (who has visited 4619 vessels in the Port 
of London during the year) has sold to seamen, principally in the 
coasting trade, 193 Bibles and 162 Testaments; thus making an 
ageregate of 957 Bibles and 306 Testaments, or 1263 copies of 
the Scriptures sold in the last year ; and if to this number be added 
35 Bibles and 133 Testaments paid for in London, in the same 
time, the total will be 1431. 


Extracts from the Report of the Society’s Agent at Gravesend. 


No. 18.—The captain said, “I can bear testimony to the good 
effects produced by your supplying seamen with the Scriptures. 
Our last crew were all the better for having them; and when the 
ship was at Calcutta, every man cheerfully attended the floating 
chapel there, and every man returned with the ship to England, 
which I consider a very extraordinary circumstance ; and all this 
order and regularity must be attributed to the discipline of the 
ship ; and religious instruction made a part of that discipline.” » 

No. 32.—I bought a Bible of you when in my last ship,” said 
one of the crew; “ and a shipmate of mine on. board that vessel 
used to persecute me very much, and would swear, awfully, when- 
ever he observed me reading my Bible: however, before we se- 
parated, he was brought to listen to reason, and the word of God, 
and became so much altered in his view of things, as to be induced 
to purchase the New Testament.” 

No. 34.—The owner being on board, addressed the destitute 
part of the crew on the importance of possessing the word of God— 
all seemed convinced—and each one purchased a Bible. He said 
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much to four of the boys, and gave them a Testament each. This 
appears to be the ninth time which I have visited this vessel. The 
first time I left three Testaments for the use of the destitute, with- 
out payment, and at the several other times have sold fifty-five Bi- 
bles and Testaments to the crews of this ship alone! 

No. 35.—“ I am persuaded that the Bibles distributed amongst 
seamen by your Society, have been the means of doing vast good 
to that class of the community,” said the mate. “ I never ex- 
pected to live to witness such an astonishing alteration in their 
external behaviour. We carry twenty-two hands, and here you 
will not hear an oath, or see a man overcome by an immoderate 
use of liquor. Such a circumstance as this would have been con- 
sidered a very extraordinary thing indeed a few years ago. I know 
it is said that in our coasting trade a great revolution has been ef- 
fected in the habits of its seamen; but I know that in ships in the 


West India trade likewise a great change has taken place for the 
better.” | 


Extracts from the Report of the Society’s Agent in London. 


No. 2.—The men were at work in a lighter at some distance 
from the vessel. The master informed me that some of them were 
in want of Bibles, and hailed them to come on board. Imme- 
diately on their seeing the books, four of them requested to be 
supplied, if the master would advance them money to pay for 
them ; he replied, “ I will pay for them, and would rather give 
money for that than any other purpose.” _ He was much pleased 
with his crew in their showing such a disposition to possess the 
Scriptures, and wished that I could also have supplied them with 
Psalm Books. 

No. 17.—One of the boys wanted a Bible, but said “‘ he had no 
money.” A man on board of the next vessel said the same; as 
both appeared sincere, and desirous to read the Scriptures, I Jet 
them have them on credit. ‘The mate said, “ If they have not got 
money when you call again, I will pay you.” On my next visit, 
one of the above persons paid me, and the mate settled with me 


for the other. He told me that he was but a young hand himself 


at reading the Bible (though an old man;) from the interest he 
seemed to take, in getting others to read the Sacred. Volume, I 
concluded that he knew something of its value himself, 

No. 18.—* I will buy one of your Bibles,” said the master, 
“‘ for example’s sake, and to encourage the Society ; for I have 
witnessed much good to result from the reading of the Scriptures, 
supplied by your Institution; it is one of the grandest ever formed 
for bettering the condition of sailors. Now they read their Bibles 
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instead of employing their time in wickedness !—now they ask a 
blessing on the bounties of God’s providence, instead of usin 

oaths and curses!—now they spend their evenings in prayer al 
supplication to the God of all mercies, instead of revelling in 
drunkenness !—Indeed, the change is surprising. We have prayer 
on board twice on Sundays; and when I ship my men, they sign 
an agreement to forfeit two shillings, for every oath they swear. 
The first time | put this law im force, I had £5 in one voyage to 
Lisbon; but seldom afterwards were they fined a shilling, as they 
had quite discontinued so bad a practice. ‘The money so obtained 
was sent to the Bible Society. 


a 


From the London Seaman’s Magazine. 


THE CELEBRATED GROTIUS. 


Rev. Sir.—lIn compliance with your request, I have committed 
to paper the observations dropped at the: Megtink of the port of 
Hull Society, last night, respecting the celebrated Grotius. | In 
the first section of his admirable work, “ On the Truth of the 
Christian Religion,” he makes use of these expressions: “ Pro- 
positum enim mihi erat omnibus quidem civibus meis, sed praci- 
pué navigantibus, operam navare utilem, ut in longo illo marino 
otto impenderent potius tempus, quam, quod nimium multi faci- 
unt, fallerent, &c. &c.” The whole passage is interesting and 
important, as far as it goes to recommend, by the example and 
authority of so great a man, a patriotic and conscientious regard to 
the spiritual welfare of Seamen. It is to be hoped that some of 
our distinguished literati and great divines will, at no distant pe- 
riod, go and do likewise. 

The following is, I hope, a faithful rendering of the passage re- 
ferred to. 

“ It was my object (in this treatise) to compose a work useful 
to my countrymen in general, but more particularly to the sea- 
faring part of the community, in order that they may employ their 
time to advantage, which is afforded them by the leisure of a long 
voyage, rather than squander it away, as is the case with too many. 
Therefore, having introduced the subject by a commendation of 
the acknowledged naval superiority of our nation,* I have strong- 
ly recommended them to make use of this art, as a special gift of 
God, not so much for their private emolument, as for the propa- 
gation of the ¢rue, or in other words the Christian Religion. For 
there is sufficient occasion to demand this, as they are during the 
course of remote voyages continually meeting with Pagans, as in 
China and Guinea, or Mahometans, as under the Turkish, Persian, 


* Holland. This was written A. D. 1639. 
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and African dominion ; or Jews, who are still the avowed enemies 
of Christianity, and dispersed through the greatest part of the 
known world. And there are not wanting evil-disposed persons, 
who are ready when occasion offers to disclose among the simple 
those poisonous tenets which fear may induce them to conceal else- 
where. Against such evls 1 am desirous that my countrymen 
should be well armed and guarded—and those who possess su- 
perior talents may exert themselves to the utmost for the purpose of 
refuting errors, while others at least take care to keep themselves 
from being vanquished by their opponents.” 

The very useful suggestion which was offered by you, in re- 
lation to the strict and self-denying observance of the Lord’s Day, 
may, perhaps, receive a little illustration from the following anec- 
dote, which is well authenticated. 

A Captain Lipton, ship-owner of Sunderland, adopted, during 
the late war, the principle of not allowing his ships to sad from 
home on the Sabbath Day. It happened that a large fleet of col- 
liers bound for London, in which he had a vessel, was detained at 
Shields and at Sunderland for some considerable time. At length, 
on a Sunday morning, the Captain of his vessel came on shore, 
and having called upon him at 4 o’clock, informed him that the 
wind was fair, the fleet ready to sail, &c. Capt. L. however, 
after throwing open his window and hearing what was said, resist- 
ed the temptation, and persisted in his determination to abide by 
the principle which he had already maintained. The fleet sailed 
without her, and she followed the next morning with a favourable 
wind, but alone. Before she was out of sight, a privateer made 
up towards her, but, after being engaged in the pursuit for some 
time, made off in consequence of the appearance of a British 
man-of-war. ‘The vessel then crowded sail and prosecuted the 
voyage to London, where, by the kindness of Providence, she 
arrived first, and so repaid the faith and fortitude of the pious 
owner. 

Wishing the blessing of God upon all the objects, patrons, con- 
ductors, and supporters of Societies for the benefit of our brave 
Seamen, and that “ the sea may” speedily “ give up her spiritu- 
ally dead” to the Lord of all, 

I remain, Rev. Sir, your’s most respectfully, 
Hull, Oct. 24, 1824. W. Enrtwisx. 


~~ 


The Mariner’s Church in Philadelphia is now completed and 
will be dedicated to the service of Almighty God to-morrow. In 


our next we propose to give a sketch of the Church with an ac- 
count of its rise and progress. 
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